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This axis is to be considered as a collection of best practices and proposes an approach to achieve a 

high level of maturity on the environmental footprint of cloud services. The "trusted cloud" criteria are 

to be considered as targets to be reached, they are not discriminating as they stand. The objective is 

for users to be able to evaluate these criteria. In addition, some of the criteria may be amended at a 

later date, depending on the evolution of standards, norms or regulations, particularly at European 

level. 

This fourth pillar on transparency and measurement of the cloud's environmental footprint is based 

on six main criteria. 

• 

• . 

 

 
1 https://e3p.jrc.ec.europa.eu/communities/data-centres-code-conduct 
2 The PUE is described in the standard ISO/IEC 30134-2:2016  

https://e3p.jrc.ec.europa.eu/communities/data-centres-code-conduct
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3 Water Usage Effectiveness (WUE) is a metric developed by the Green Grid to measure data centre sustainability 
in terms of water usage and its relation to energy consumption. WUE is the ratio between the use of water in 
data centre systems (water loops, adiabatic towers, humidification, etc.) and the energy consumption of the IT 
equipment. The formula to calculate WUE is: 
WUE = Data Centre Water Consumption (in liters) / IT Equipment Energy (in kilowatt hours) 



Page | 42 

 

 

 

  

 

 
4 Scope 1 covers all greenhouse gases emitted directly by the company: heating in the premises, emissions 
from company-owned vehicles, etc. 
5 Scope 2 includes indirect and energy-related emissions: these are emissions created during the production 
process. 
6 Scope 3 includes all indirect emissions, i.e. emissions related to upstream and downstream use: purchase of 
goods, purchase of services, use of services or products, etc. 
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